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01/07/24 

This Little Light of Mine 

Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Happy New Year! 

At Potomac Presbyterian Church we are beginning the new year with enthusiasm and 

vigor as we show up for more in 2024.  Our vision this year is to show up for each other, 

for God, and for community.  What does that look like?  In January and the first part of 

February, we’ll uncover ways we may show up for each other.  Monday, January 15 is 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. day of service when we’ll work with Leveling the 

Playing Field to sort athletic gear designated for under-served families.  Saturday, 

January 20 we’ll host a Chili and Bingo night here at the church.  You may sign up to 

bring chili.  Sunday, January 28 after church you won’t want to miss the annual 

congregational meeting with a pancake lunch fundraiser for the Summer mission trip.  

Those are a few examples of ways we may show up for each other.   

 

Then, on Ash Wednesday, February 14 (Lent is early this year), we’ll slow down and 

reflect on how we may show up for God.  For those who joined our Lenten journey last 

year you’ll recall our theme which was, “a time to grow” when we highlighted the 

congregation’s new Earth Care designation.  Visual reminders were the beets growing in 

the sanctuary that were then replanted in the Giving Garden.  Building off last year’s 

theme, we will experience Lent 2024 as, “a time to slow” to show up for God. 

 

During the Wednesday evening Lenten services, we’ll hear from folks who are 

intentionally slowing down to make room for God.  If this describes something you 
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would like to embrace this Lent, then let Pastor Chris or me know because we’d love for 

you to share your story at a Wednesday evening Lenten service describing how you are 

taking time to slow down so that you may show up for God. 

 

We’ll move from showing up for each other in Epiphany to showing up for God in Lent 

to showing up for community after Easter as we prepare the Giving Garden beds for 

planting and uncover ways we may enter more fully into community.  The annual 

women’s retreat will take place on Saturday, April 13.  Another possibility we’re 

exploring as a way to show up for Community is to host a Summer arts and music camp 

here at the church.  Also, we’re planning the Summer Mission Trip to help us show up 

for the community.   

 

What comes to your mind when you think about showing up?  Is there an event or 

situation that emerges in your mind’s eye when you were perhaps surprised by who 

showed up for you?  Or, maybe there’s an event, situation, or person you showed up for 

and recall it as life giving and particularly meaningful. 

 

In the gospel passage Dave read we heard about magi who showed up for Jesus.  Today 

in the church year we acknowledge the culmination of Christmas by celebrating 

Epiphany.  Epiphany is a transliteration of a Greek word (epiphaneia) and means 

manifestation, or appearance, particularly of a divine being.  More familiarly we would 

say, Epiphany means showing up.  But, when we think about it, we wonder, who’s 

showing up on Epiphany?  Is it the magi or Jesus?  It’s both. 
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On Epiphany the church marks the first appearance of Jesus to the Gentiles or to the 

greater community beyond the Hebrew people.  This day marks the season when God 

appeared, God was made manifest, God “showed up” for all people.  The magi represent 

all people for whom Jesus came to earth. 

 

Matthew alone among the four gospel writers tells the story of the magi.  Magi is another 

transliterated word from the Greek (like Epiphany is transliterated).  Magi means wise 

ones or sages.  We don’t get many details about the magi but over the centuries their 

story has evolved.  They were priestly magicians, philosophers, astrologers, or Persian 

pagan priests perhaps.  Matthew doesn’t specify how many there were but since three 

gifts are named tradition has given us three magi.  Artists have painted the magi as 

differing in ethnicity and age to show that they represent all people. Their worship of the 

Christ child is one of the most portrayed moments in the history of Christian classical art 

often called, “The Adoration of the Magi.” [Show 4 slides with paintings.  Rembrandt 

(17th cen.)/ Botticelli (15th cen.)/ Durer (late 15th cen.)/ Titian (early 16th cen.)] 

 

The magi show up with gifts for the new born king. 

 

These gifts carried symbolic heft reminding all that they were meant for a king, for God 

and for a human.  The gold indicated that Jesus was a king.  The Frankincense, which 

played an important role in religious rituals and offerings to deities, indicated Jesus was 

God.  And myrrh, the oil used as medicine and to embalm the dead, prefigured Jesus’ 

suffering and death and so indicated Jesus was human.   
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William Barclay in his commentary on this passage from Matthew writes, “No sooner 

was the Christ child born into this world then we see [people] grouping themselves into 

three distinct groups in which [they show up] in regard to Jesus.”1 

 

First, there are those like Herod who show up with an intention to tear down and destroy.  

His is the reaction of hatred and hostility.  Herod, afraid that the child would interfere 

with his own power and influence, instinctively knew his rival needed to be destroyed.  

There are still forces that want to destroy Jesus.  These are those who show up with an 

intent to tear down.  There are many in academia, business, and the scientific community 

who think Christianity contradicts their understanding of human progress to the point 

where it must be dismissed and derided.  There are extremists in the Middle East, Africa, 

and Asia who persecute Christians with Herod-like viciousness, as they seek to eradicate 

Christian communities that have been there for millennia.  I’m sure you read about the 

Christmas Day massacre in Nigeria where 160 Christians were killed and 500 wounded.  

The article I read about this atrocity said, “the largest number of those murdered were 

women, children, and the elderly -- all who could not run fast enough to get away.”2  

 

Second, there are those who show up with indifference and contempt toward Jesus and 

others.  This is the reaction of the chief priests and scribes who were so engrossed in their 

temple ritual and legal discussions that they completely disregarded Jesus.  He meant 

 
1 William Barclay.  The Gospel of Matthew, volume 1.  Philadelphia:  The Westminster Press, 1958, p. 21 
2 “Christmas Massacre:  160 Nigerians Killed by Jihadists in Strong Christian Community” by Warner 

Todd Huston.  12/30/23 www.msn.com  

http://www.msn.com/
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nothing to them, and they had no time for him because they had their own narrative.  

These folks show up wanting nothing to do with Jesus or anyone else.  They don’t really 

care about the welfare of others because what’s most important is me, and myself, and 

what I believe to be true. 

 

Third, there are those who show up with wonder, reverence, curiosity, humility, and awe 

and seek to follow Jesus desiring to know him in their own lives.  When the magi 

encountered the Christ child they were overwhelmed with joy and then they paid him 

homage.  Their reaction to seeing Jesus was that of joy, wonder, and worship.  These are 

those who are committed to loving, serving, and worshipping God with all that they have 

and all that they are.  These are the ones who will show up for each other, God, and 

Community. 

 

How are you and I going to show up in 2024?   

I pray that it will not be in the vein of Herod or the chief priests and scribes but rather in 

the spirit of the magi.  It is in this spirit that we are all invited to show up for each other, 

God, and Community as we show up for more in 2024. 

 

You may recall last year on Epiphany we shared a litany from which the congregational 

response was Isaiah 60:1 which says, “Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory 

of the Lord has risen upon you.”  I’ve adapted the litany for this year’s theme of, showing 

up for Each Other, God, and Community. 
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And so, as we begin a new year we will join in our 2024 Epiphany Litany.  I will say the 

invitation and we will all respond:  This Little Light of Mine will show up and shine. 

On Epiphany, I will celebrate what an unbelievable life I have had so far; the 

accomplishments, the many blessings, and yes, even the hardships because they have 

served to make me stronger.  This Little Light of Mine will show up and shine. 

I will go through the year with my head held high and a joyful heart.  This Little Light 

of Mine will show up and shine. 

I will marvel at God’s seemingly simple gifts; the morning dew or frost, the sun, the 

clouds, the snow, the trees, the flowers, the birds—none of these miraculous creations 

will escape my notice.  This Little Light of Mine will show up and shine. 

I will share my excitement for life with other people.  I will make someone smile.  I will 

go out of my way to perform an unexpected act of kindness for someone I don’t know.  

This Little Light of Mine will show up and shine. 

I will give a sincere compliment to someone who seems down.  I will tell a child how 

special he or she is, and I will tell those I love how deeply I care for them and how much 

they mean to me.  I will make a concerted effort to listen to and stay in relationship with 

someone who thinks very differently than I.  This Little Light of Mine will show up 

and shine. 

I will quit worrying about what I don’t have and be grateful for all the wonderful things 

God has already given me. This Little Light of Mine will show up and shine. 
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I will seek out Christ in my own life and at Potomac Presbyterian Church.  This Little 

Light of Mine will show up and shine. 

Let’s listen to the children sing this song as a reminder of our commitment to show up for 

each other, God, and community in 2024. 

[Play video of the children singing “This Little Light of Mine” from All Saints’ worship 

2023.] 

Amen 

 

 

 

 


