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A Letter From
The Pastor
REV. EMILY BERMAN D'ANDREA

“Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen

upon you.” Isaiah 60:1

I love hearing that verse from the
Prophet Isaiah first thing in the new
year. Isaiah calls the people to get
up and go forth with eyes wide open
aware of the glory of the Lord which
is all around. It’s an invigorating
reminder that God is with us, Jesus
is the light of the world, and we
need to get up and go live as though
we believe it to be so.

At PPC we plan to do just that in
2023 as we celebrate 60 years of
God’s faithful people and ministry at
Potomac Presbyterian Church. For
this 60th celebration year we will try
to have monthly reminders to look
back and honor what was over the
past 60 years while at the same time
move forward faithfully into what
God has in store in the next 60. I’m
hoping that we will be able to invite
those who have been a part of this
community over the long haul to
share some of their formative
memories from the past as well as 

hear from some of the pastors and
educators who have helped to shape
the vision of our church community.

It will be a year of reflection, story –
telling, and celebration. I hope you
will be able and willing to share your
reflections of what you recall from
the past 60 years as well as join us as
we foray faithfully forward into the
next 60.

To begin, let us recall the Epiphany
Litany for 2023 that we shared in
worship on January 1. I think it helps
to capture the spirit of Isaiah 60:1.

I will celebrate what an unbelievable
life I have had so far; the
accomplishments, the many
blessings, and yes, even the hardships
because they have served to make me
stronger. I will arise, shine in 2023

I will go through the year with my
head held high and a joyful heart.
 I will arise, shine in 2023

I will marvel at God’s seemingly
simple gifts; the morning dew or frost,
the sun, the clouds, the trees, the
flowers, the snow, the birds—none of
these miraculous creations will
escape my notice. I will arise, shine
in 2023.

I will share my excitement for life
with others. I will go out of my way to
perform an unexpected act of
kindness for someone I don’t know. I
will arise, shine in 2023

I will give a sincere compliment to
someone who seems down. I will tell
a child how special he or she is, and I
will tell those I love how much they
mean to me. I will make a concerted
effort to listen to and stay in
relationship with someone who
thinks very differently than I. I will
arise, shine in 2023

I will quit worrying about what I
don’t have and be grateful for all the
wonderful things God has already
given me. I will arise, shine in 2023

I will seek out Christ in my own life
and at Potomac Church. I will arise,
shine in 2023.

Happy New Year!
Pastor Emily

Celebrate

Years



STAFF

Rev. Emily Berman D’Andrea
Pastor, Head of Staff

Chris McAuliffe
Associate Minster

Tom Andrew
Director of Music and Organist

Lindsay Chapin
Treasurer

Preston Kuhn, Ryan Kunst
Youth Interns

Jeanne Grillo
Office Administrator

James Chhetree
Technology Specialist

Angela Achee
Sunday School Teacher

Fela Huayta
Custodian

Greg Robertson
Section Leader

Jenny Robertson
Section Leader

 
PPC Family,

Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe another year has come and gone, but
I can’t wait for all that God has in store for us this year. 2022 was a blast as
we lived into our Connections themes and found fun ways to gather. The
year finished with a wonderful Advent and Christmas Season as we looked
forward to and welcomed our Savior. Though we are leaving our
Connections theme behind, the spirit of it carries with us into 2023 as we
seek to live, learn, and grow together in the year ahead.  

Be on the lookout for some changes and new opportunities at the church
this year! We are planning to start up new small groups, create more ways
to engage at PPC, expand our social media presence and content, and
make improvements to our sanctuary for streaming, to name a few. All of
our programs will start back up Sunday, January 8th, meaning Adult
Education, Sunday School, Youth Group, and many small groups will
resume meeting this upcoming week.

Also, a new mission project is coming up soon on MLK Jr. Day that you can
participate in! Monday, January 16th our church will help sort sporting
equipment at Leveling the Playing Field’s warehouse. This is the group we
collected equipment for in the Fall. Spots are limited, so be sure to sign up
ASAP:
https://levelingtheplayingfield.volunteerhub.com/lp/ppc/event/6dd3f027-
35fb-4537-83b7-f85a371cbc2f#_=_.

Here's to a faith filled 2023!
Chris McAuliffe

A Letter From The
Associate Minister
CHRIS MCAULIFFE, M.DIV.

LEADERSHIP
Session/Deacons

https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/staff/
https://levelingtheplayingfield.volunteerhub.com/lp/ppc/event/6dd3f027-35fb-4537-83b7-f85a371cbc2f#_=_.
https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/leadership-2/


SUNDAY SCHEDULE

Children's Choir will sing
monthly 1st
Sunday/Communion
Sunday
Bell Choir will ring
monthly 3rd Sunday
(ordinarily)

9:45am Children's Choir

9:45am Adult Sunday School

11:00am Worship

11:15am Children's Sunday
School

12:00pm Fellowship

5:00pm Youth Group

OFFICE HOURS
The Church office is open
Monday-Thursday from 9am-
4pm.  We are closed on Friday
and Saturday.

 
Sunday, Jan 1, 2023 - 1st Sunday of Christmas/Communion/Epiphany

Isaiah 63:7-9 & Ps. 148; Heb. 2:10-18; Matt. 2:13-23
Matthew 2:1-12 & Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, Shine in 2023, The Rev. Emily Berman D’Andrea
 

Sunday, Jan 8, 2023 - Baptism of the Lord/Ordination & Installation of
Church Officers

Isaiah 42:1-9 & Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matt. 3:13-17
The Beloved, The Rev. Emily Berman D’Andrea

 
Sunday, Jan 15, 2023 - 2nd Sunday after Epiphany

Isaiah 49:1-7 & Ps. 40:1-11; 1 Cor. 1:1-9; John 1:29-42
Look The Lamb of God, Chris McAuliffe, M.Div.

 
Sunday, Jan 22, 2023 - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Is. 9:1-4 & Ps. 27:1, 4-9; 1 Cor. 1:10-18; Matt. 4:12-23
The Kingdom of Heaven is Near, Chris McAuliffe, M.Div.

 
Sunday, Jan 29, 2023 - 4th Sunday after Epiphany

Micah 6:1-8 & Ps. 15; 1 Cor. 1:18-31; Matt. 5:1-12
Foolish Wisdom,  The Rev. Emily Berman D’Andrea

Noon - Annual Congregational Meeting & pancake lunch fundraiser for Summer
Mission Trip

 
Sunday, Feb 5, 2023 - 5th Sunday after Epiphany/Communion

Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) & Ps. 112:1-9 (10); 1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16); Matt. 5:13-20
Let’s Get Salty, The Rev. Emily Berman D’Andrea

 
Sunday, Feb 12, 2023 - 6th Sunday after Epiphany

Deut. 30:15-20 & Ps. 119:1-9; 1 Cor. 3:1-9; Matt. 5:21-37
The Church’s One Foundation: Jesus and the Law,  Chris McAuliffe, M.Div.

 
Sunday, February 19, 2023 - Transfiguration of the Lord

Ex. 24:12-18 & Ps. 2 or Ps. 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matt. 17:1-9
Go Figure, Chris McAuliffe, M.Div.

WORSHIP...
2023 Jan – Feb until Lent Worship Schedule 
PPC turns 60 in 2023—Celebrate 60 years!

CONTACT

10301 River Road, Potomac, MD
20854
www.potomacpresbyterian.org
301-299-6007

https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/calendar/
https://goo.gl/maps/EG4sUi5XuM9hBcRe7
http://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/


10-11:30am Wednesdays
Led by Emily & Chris
ZOOM ID

Faith, Hope, and Lunch, in
person, Mondays at 12pm at
church
Faith, Hope, and Coffee,
ZOOM, Thursdays at 4pm 

3rd Tuesday of the month at
10:30am in the Parlor, or
ZOOM
Jan 17, 2023 -  Great Halifax
Explosion: A WWI Story of
Treachery, Tragedy, and
Heroism,  by John Bacon

2nd Saturday of the month
at 9am in the Library and
ZOOM
Jan 14, 2022 - The Great
Partnership: Science,
Religion, and the Search for
Meaning,   by Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks.  Chapter 14
and the epilogue.

Wednesday Bible Study
(Hybrid)

Faith, Hope, and Lunch/Coffee
Both groups reading Rembrandt
Is in the Wind: Learning to Love
Art Through the Eyes of Faith,  by
Russ Ramsey

Men's Book Club (hybrid)

Presbyterian Association on
Science, Technology, and the
Christian Faith (hybrid)

SMALL GROUPS
 

Wednesday Bible Study Group—ALL are Welcome to Join
 

Genesis is a book about beginnings. That’s what the title of the book
means. The Greek word geneseos can mean birth, genealogy, or

history of origin. It’s also a book about being called by God into what
God is doing in the world. As we study the book of Genesis, we will
become acquainted with the call narratives of fellow journeyers,

Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, and the way in which their perhaps
familiar call stories may relate to our own.

 
If you thought about joining the Wednesday Bible Study in the past
but haven’t taken the plunge, then now is a good time. We will start
at the beginning of the Bible and at the beginning of this new year

and at the beginning of the Bible’s foundational story. We will
discover together how Genesis unfolds to lay the groundwork for all

of scripture.
 

Date: Weekly on Wednesdays beginning January 11, 2023
Time: 10:00am – 11:30am
Place: PPC Library or on Zoom
Leaders: Emily & Chris
Materials: A Bible
RSVP: Nope, just show up
ZOOM ID

 

EDUCATION...

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84560377580?pwd=b0wxT2tLcDZjS0ZSZ0V2MDJaVTg4UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247022590?pwd=c0hQMzMxS1lnd1BBaGxpcUhrVEozZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84337127062?pwd=eUtGZ1FtczFUcDZYZ1FyR3Vha00xQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84547088995?pwd=cmVpZDJtSnNZT3lwRStONEY5RFRvZz09
https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/small-groups/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84560377580?pwd=b0wxT2tLcDZjS0ZSZ0V2MDJaVTg4UT09


 

Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9:45am (Hybrid)
In the PPC library & on ZOOM from 9:45am – 10:45am.

 
January Adult Sunday School

 
January 8, 2023 - How Churches stay connected with Social Ministry,

James Chhetree
 

January 15, 2023 - Mission at PPC, Julie McMahon and Chris McAuliffe
 

January 22, 2023 - Reformed Institute Video presentation and
discussion (TBD)

 
January 29, 2023 - no class. Annual Congregational Meeting at

12:30pm
 
 
 
 

Sundays at 9:45am in the
library and ZOOM
Calendar

Families are welcome to
come to church at
11:00am for our worship
service. 10-15 minutes
into the service, we will
invite children to come
to the front pew for a
children's message. After
this, they are invited to
head downstairs with our
Sunday School teacher
Angela Achee for a
Sunday School lesson.
They can be picked up
from downstairs when
the worship service ends.

Sundays @ 5pm-6:30pm
at the church
At Youth Group we play
games, have a Bible
lesson, connect with one
another, and have lots of
fun! Friends are always
welcome.  Our two Youth
Interns Preston Kuhn and
Ryan Kunst are happy to
talk with students about
Youth Group and add
them to our youth text
group. If you want to
learn more about the
various happenings and
offerings for Youth,
contact Chris McAuliffe
cmcauliffe@potopres.org

Adult Sunday School
(hybrid)

Children (Preschool-5th)

Youth Group (grades 6-12)

SUNDAY SCHOOLEDUCATION (continued)

https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/adult-sunday-morning/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89399500649?pwd=SFVVbjRBSW9Dd0JNZTlIMlYwbHdDdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89399500649?pwd=SFVVbjRBSW9Dd0JNZTlIMlYwbHdDdz09
https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/adult-sunday-morning/


 
Adult Sunday School, Sundays at 9:45am (Hybrid)

In the PPC library & on ZOOM from 9:45am – 10:45am.
 

February Adult Sunday School
 

The Case for Christ & Basic Christian Theology Three-Part Series
 

During the month of February, we will get back to basics in adult
education. This is a series for folks who are interested in learning

about what is foundational and fundamental to what we believe as
Christians. Also, in these classes we may talk about membership at

Potomac Presbyterian Church. If you would like to learn more about
becoming a member email or call Pastor Emily

emily.dandrea@potomacpresbyterian.org or 703-477-8297 mobile
 
 

February 5,  2023 - What does it matter that anyone is a Christian? 
Author C.S. Lewis, a Christian convert from atheism helps us to
answer this question.  We will discuss reasons why Christianity

matters and hear excerpts from Art Lindsley’s book C.S. Lewis’s Case
for Christ: Insights from Reason, Imagination and Faith with Pastor

Emily
 

February 12, 2023 - Reformed Theology & Polity in a Nutshell
What does it mean when we call ourselves Reformed Christians?

What is unique about the PC(USA) form of Government? We will talk
through these two aspects of what makes our theology &
governance unique and why it matters with Pastor Emily

 
February 19, 2023 - Bible Basics & How our Bible Came to Be

What makes our Bible different from the Catholic Bible or the
Hebrew scriptures? Is there one Book that sums up all of scripture? A

romp through the whole Bible with Chris McAuliffe, M.Div.
 
 

 In the February 5, 12, &
19 classes we may talk
about membership at
Potomac Presbyterian
Church. 

If you would like to learn
more about becoming a
member email or call
Pastor Emily
emily.dandrea@potomac
presbyterian.org or 703-
477-8297 mobile.

INTERESTED IN
MEMBERSHIP?

EDUCATION (continued)

https://www.potomacpresbyterian.org/adult-sunday-morning/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89399500649?pwd=SFVVbjRBSW9Dd0JNZTlIMlYwbHdDdz09


Leveling the Playing
Field Day of Service on
MLK day. Click here to
sign up.
MANNA food drive.
(ongoing)  Click here for
most desired food and
drop off in boxes in
Narthex.
Replacing home or office
computers? PPC local
mission recipient
Kindworks shares that
they in 2023 hope to
expand their efforts to
reduce the digital divide
in Montgomery County
while also reduce
technology waste in the
process. They seek
individual and corporate
donations of used
laptops to refurbish. Deb
Lange, Executive Director
recently shared, " We can
handle quite a lot at a
time now, and have a
fabulous system setup to
safely clean off any
existing content, and to
replace all old systems
and apps with newer,
faster and longer lasting
ones. We’ve just given
away our 600th
computer, and hope to
keep giving more and
more away in 2023. "  

MISSION AT PPCMISSION PARTNERS/ACTIVITIES

SAVE THE DATE....

https://www.mannafood.org/
https://dokindworks.org/
https://www.levelingtheplayingfield.org/
https://levelingtheplayingfield.volunteerhub.com/lp/ppc/event/6dd3f027-35fb-4537-83b7-f85a371cbc2f#_=_
https://www.mannafood.org/most-needed-foods-list/
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